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May 6, 2025 - SMARTHOME - 6 mins

Is Homeway.io a
cheaper alternative to
Nabu Casa when it
comes to Home ~e— -
Assistant?

Homeway.io is a new provider that

promises simple remote access to
Home Assistant, including
integration with Alexa and Google,
and it's even free. What do we make
of it?

HOME-ASSISTANT

The ability to access Home Assistant remotely makes the smart home even
smarter. There are several ways to do this, such as Wireshark, classic VPN,
tailscale or via Cloudflare Tunnel. However, all of these methods require
technical expertise and a certain amount of configuration work, as well as
ruling out the use of Alexa & Co. This requires the Home Assistant instance
to be accessible from the internet, which is why only self-hosted reverse
proxies remain, which are available as a Home Assistant add-on (e.g. Nginx
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Proxy Manager). This can then be “hidden"” behind a free Cloudflare proxy
and thus further secured (which is my approach, by the way).

The commercial part behind Home Assistant, the company ?Nabu Casa , has
long offered a service that makes this much easier. For currently €7.50 per
month or €75 per year, the Home Assistant Cloud gives you encrypted and
secure access to your Home Assistant installation, as well as a practical
plug-and-play solution for voice assistants such as Amazon Alexa or
Google Assistant. It also provides financial support for the further

development of Home Assistant.

A [affiliate] Keine Produkte mit Cache flr home-assistant . Bitte
affiliate-sync --lang en ausflhren.

Homeway.io - the affordable Nabu Casa alternative?

Homeway.io , a service that is comparable to Nabu Casa and positions itself
as a low-cost alternative, has been available for some time now. The entry-
level version is even free of charge. However, the provider talks about
“throttled speed” and “data limits” without specifying these more precisely.
In addition, the free version does not include Alexa or Google Assistant
integration.
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Community Contributions Fuel Our Rocket
Homeway is 100% community funded. Support the project and get awesome perks.

(:.\!’,,) Alexa And Google Assistant co Unlimited Remote Data E’:} Unthrottled Bandwidth
Voice control your lights, thermostats, Unleash your Home Assistant with Instant loading time and snappy
alarms, media, scenes, actions, and unlimited remote data. Connect remote Home Assistant performance.
more with crazy fast response times. anytime. Anywhere. Almost as if you were at home.

’& Support Homeway

% Homeway is 100% community funded.
Support goes directly towards
development and server costs.

Try Supporter Perks 100% Free For 30 Days
No Credit Card Required

Free Remote Access Supporter Perks
100% Free To Use Only $2.49 / month
Monthly Data Limit # Unlimited Remote Data
Throttled Data Speeds # Unthrottled Data Speeds
No Alexa Or Google Assistants # Alexa & Google Assistant Support
Doesn't Support Homeway @ # Supports Homeway &

In this case, you have to opt for a paid version, which at $2.49 per month is
significantly cheaper than the offer from Nabu Casa. As of today, $2.49 is
just €2.20 - and the trend is downwards. The paid version can be tested
free of charge for 30 days.

The prerequisite for operation is an add-on, which must be installed in
Home Assistant, but which is also available as a separate *Docker container
(Home Assistant add-ons are basically just Docker containers). You then
use it to connect to your previously created Homeway.io account, and you

can access Home Assistant remotely and use voice assistants.



Prepare For Launch &

Our Home Assistant Add-on creates a secure and private
connection to Homeway.

Step 1 - Install The Homeway Add-on
Click the button below to install our Add-on. If asked to
install the Add-on repository, select "add".

Step 2 - Setup The Homeway Add-On

From the Homeway add-on page in your Home Assistant,
click the "install" button. When the install is complete,
click the "start" button to get the Add-on running.

Step 3 - Link The Add-On

From the Homeway add-on page in your Home Assistant,
click the "open web ui" text and click the "link this
addon"” button to complete the setup.

Video Guide

If you get stuck, we are happy to help; send us a
message.

| tried out Homeway.io, and it's actually straightforward to set up. You then
select the Homeway.io skill in the Alexa app, and this also gives you Alexa
control. However, all entities are published to Alexa and | have not found a
way to restrict this beforehand. With Nabu Casa, the user interface can be
used to configure which entities Alexa should know, and if you manually
integrate Alexa into Home Assistant, this can be @ restricted via @
Configuration.yaml .
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With “Sage”, Homeway.io also offers the connection to Al services such as
OpenAl, Google Gemini and Anthropic for Home Assistant. This is already
included in the paid version of Homeway.

Little transparency about the makers behind Homeway.io

What bothers me about Homeway.io is that you don’t know who you're
dealing with. There is no address, ho company headquarters, no names on
the site. You don't find out which services are used and where the servers
are located. Where the $2.49 fee goes is just as nebulous and there are no
taxes if you subscribe to the service as an EU citizen. All you learn is that
Homeway.io is a single developer, even if they like to talk about a
“‘community”.

On Reddit and in Homeway.io's Discord channel, you can read about
problems and outages with the service, as well as sluggish reactions when
using Alexa. But there are also many positive voices. To be fair, | also
noticed that the Home Assistant Cloud processes my voice commands
much more slowly than my @ manual integration without Nabu Casa can.

What Homeway.io and 3D printers have in common

It's interesting to note that Homeway.io is probably the same developer
behind the 3D printer service https://octoeverywhere.com/ . | emailed
Homeway's support address and asked for information about the company’s
location, server locations and integrated third-party services. | then
received an automated response from “Helix from OctoEverywhere”,
coupled with a note that | would first need to submit the request via their
messenger/chatbot on the website. The websites of Homeway.io and
OctoEverywhere look very similar.
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With this information, | then found an interview with the developer of

OctoEverywhere and therefore the presumed brains behind Homeway.io.
His name is Quinn Damerell.

Once you have his hame, you find his remarkable GitHub repository and
learn that he lives in Seattle/USA. Quinn is also the brains behind the 3D
printer interfaces Mainsail, Fluidd and Moonraker, which | even use myself
with my 3D printers. He is clearly a very capable developer, as his other
projects are widely used and highly recognized in the 3D printing scene. On
this basis, he can only be credited with the best of intentions.

It is also important to realize that in the USA - unlike in Germany - there is
no obligation to publish an imprint, and it is even frowned upon in some
cases. However, when it comes to cloud services that grant access to Home
Assistant, you would like to know who you are dealing with and what
technology is behind it. In addition, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in
the USA requires every company to publish a physical address, company
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name, telephone number and email address on its website. The extent to
which this will still apply under the orange Clown in Washington is
questionable.

Conclusion

Is Homeway.io a cheaper alternative to Home Assistant’s Nabu Casa? It is
definitely cheaper and it will get cheaper if the dollar continues to fall.
Setting up Homeway.io is straightforward and is explained step by step.
There are even video tutorials to help if required.

In theory, Homeway even has a security advantage because, unlike Nabu
Casa, it does not make the addresses of the individual Home Assistant
instances visible on the Internet. With a simple search on Bing, using
site:ui.nabu.casa, you get pages of addresses of accessible Home Assistant
instances, from whose access only more or less strong passwords separate
them.

With Homeway.io, these addresses can only be viewed via the Homeway
user account. This can also be additionally secured using two-factor
authentication.

On the negative side, there is little transparency regarding the provider and
the services it uses, as well as reports of poor performance. Of course, it is
always a risk to rely on a service that is only backed by one person. In an
emergency, you can, of course, switch to Nabu Casa, as this would involve
very little effort.

Of course, I'm delighted when other offers and services are created around
Home Assistant, and Homeway.io is definitely interesting.

| have asked Homeway.io for clarification about the company'’s
headquarters, third-party services used, etc. and will let you know as soon



as | receive an answer.

More info: https://homeway.io
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Hi! I'm Markus - the Fricklr. 4 Electrical engineer, Jd
musician (bass, guitar, keys) and professionally 'something
with the internet' @ for over 30 years — nowadays with Al
too @ —a 55-year-old generalist from Bavaria, Germany.

Your feedback helps me write even more interesting posts.
After "Yes" there's also a small option to support my work.

What do you think? Leave a comment!

Share your thoughts, questions or experiences with the community.

Links marked with this symbol are affiliate links. As an Amazon Associate | earn from
~ qualifying purchases. There are no additional costs for you.
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