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WinSource Interview: Quinn Damerell of Baconit

Posted by Joe Fedewa on April 12 at 11:12am

Quinn Damerell is the developer of Baconit, a really great Reddit app for Windows Phone. His app won the
People Choice Award at Microsoft’s Big App on Campus contest for student developers. Quinn was kind enough
to answer a few questions we had for him, and talk about what’s in store for version 2.0 of Baconit.

Why did you choose to develop for Windows Phone?
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I started looking for something beyond Android, and I really fell in love with metro. I try my best to make all of
my apps conform to the metro guidelines as much as possible. I really love the UI design, it is just so simple and
yet powerful. I also see a lot of potential in Windows Phone, and I wanted to make an app early so I could have a
really successful app once the platform became more popular. This reason is also why I am really interested in
Windows 8, if you get a app in the marketplace of windows 8 from launch, you will have an app with A LOT of
potential.

Have you ever developed for another mobile platform? If so, how is the process compared to developing
for Windows Phone?

Yup, I was an Android developer before Windows Phone. (Android apps) I love the Windows Phone platform,
disclosure I will be working for Microsoft on the Windows Phone team, but I would be any developer that has
worked with Android would agree. Sliverlight and C# are amazingly powerful and flexible, yet they can be very
simple at the same time. I think it is really cool the Microsoft give students free accounts, and gives them all of
the tools need completely free.

I have so many horror stories from Android, most having to do with it’s fragmentation. One of my favorites it an
bug that still exists in modern Android. It is possible for any app (even with no permissions) to completely
reboot the phone by simply adding a corrupt notification to the notification bar. When I accidentally found this
bug, I couldn’t stop my phone from rebooting itsself since it tried to add a notification right when the app was
started from boot. It was really annoying. You can find the Android issue here. Note this is a publically
documented issue, and has been for quite some time.

How much time do you spend working on your apps? Does Baconit get the most time?

I spend too much time :P And yes, Baconit gets mostly all of my time. I don’t really develop any of my Android
apps anymore. I do go back and touch up my other Windows Phone apps from time to time. Depending on
where I am at the product cycle of Baconit, I spend anywhere from 3 — 8 hours a day working on Baconit. Once |
get going on an update I just can’t stop. For example for 2.0, I have been working on it almost constantly for
about the last week. Literally from 6-8 hours a day working on it. But don’t worry, I also find time to enjoy my
college life. :)

Will you be bringing Baconit to Windows 8 phones and tablets?

I really want to, but I don’t have any plans to right now. This is my final semester at Purdue and I need to get all
of my school work done first. Also, maintaining Baconit alone is quite a task (coding, social networks, emails,
etc.) and I think a Windows 8 version would just add work. However, I do keep playing around with the idea...
We will see what happens. :)

Do you have any juicy details about your 2.0 update that you’d be willing to share?

Tons! I hope to make Baconit 2.0 a game changing update, since it is the big 2.0! I have change, added, and
improved many critical Ul elements, and have rewritten quite a few of the pages from scratch to improve their
speed and reliability. I also plan to beta test this for quite a while to get it nice and but free. Feel free to check out
the change log here, it has most of the new changes on it, but I am still adding a few more. If you send me one of
your live account email addresses, I can let you into the beta and you can check out the features for yourself. :)
The beta should be out sometime soonish.

You won the People’s Choice Award in the Big App on Campus contest. How did it feel to win that? Have
you seen a jump in downloads since then?

It was amazing! I was so surprised and happy! On top of that though the entire trip was amazing. I had never
been to South By South West, but we went there and had a great time. The other students who were their for the
compition were really nice and fun to hang out with also. It had to be one of the best Spring breaks I have ever
had.
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Yes I have seen a pick up in downloads since then. There has also been a lot of press about Baconit recently
which has really helped. But in the end, I am writing Baconit because I want to make an awesome app for
Windows Phone redditors. Thus I don’t charge for the app or have any ads in it. I simply enjoy coding, and enjoy
even more seeing other people using and liking my work. :)

Do you have any plans for new apps?

Not right now, I usually just make apps when I see a need. I originally started Baconit as a proof of concept
because [ was unsatisfied with the reddit apps on the market at the time. So I whipped up an app that didn’t even
work but you could up vote and down vote stoies directory from the subreddit story list. From there many people
encouraged me to really make it, so I did. Since then the project has snowballed and became what it is today.

What is your current device?

I currently use a Lumia 800 (I won) and a HTC Titan (I bought). I switch about every 3 weeks, I am currently
using the 800. Though my girlfriend just got a 900 and I am trying to stop myself from getting one. :)

Thanks Quinn for answering all our questions!

You can find Baconit in the Marketplace for free_here, and donate_here. Baconit is on Twitter, Facebook, and
Reddit.

Quinn can be found on his website here.

- .:i":-"'-'.'.-:- o e _.1I_I .TE:'-":-' T I,_j:’ -' -; '-
Join the forums sangl U 2 Pl =y



https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://www.windowsphone.com/en-US/apps/fa4e749a-a521-43f1-b2cd-40bd1a0a8875
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://www.windowsphone.com/en-US/apps/4a3cc839-5f75-40e5-8b5f-8d09479e7370
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://twitter.com/#!/Baconitwp
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/https://www.facebook.com/Baconit
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://www.reddit.com/r/baconitwp
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://www.quinndamerell.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/forum/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/forum/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/tip-us/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/tip-us/

404 Not Found

nginx

Recent PostsRecent Comments

e Carbon Update Brings Landscape Composition & Filters

e ChevronWP7 Labs Shuts Down For Good

e Keep Your Windows Phone Ad Free With These 81 Free/No Ads Apps
e Tips & Tricks for New Windows Phone Users

e 7Digital Launches New Windows Phone App

Videos

L‘_:JHOW-TO Fix the Lumia 900 Data Connection Problem

How-To Fix the Lumia 900 Data Connection Problem
2:31
Hey guys, this information is to fix the Lumia 900...

Boonce for Windows Phone Hands-On
4:49
WinSource goes hands-on with a new game for Window...

L, | i -
[ _rgleek. for Windows Phone Hands-On

¢l99k! for Windows Phone Hands-On
5:36
WinSource takes a look at a new Twitter client for...


https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/04/13/carbon-update-brings-landscape-composition-filters/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/04/13/chevronwp7-labs-shuts-down-for-good/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/04/13/keep-your-windows-phone-ad-free-with-these-81-freeno-ads-apps/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/04/13/tips-tricks-for-new-windows-phone-users/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/04/13/7digital-launches-new-windows-phone-app/

Archives

April 2012
March 2012
February 2012
January 2012
December 2011
November 2011
October 2011
August 2011
July 2011

June 2011

April 2011
March 2011
February 2011
January 2011
December 2010
November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010

June 2010

May 2010
April 2010
March 2010
February 2010

Copyright © 2011 Neverstill | Powered by Wordpress


https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/04/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/03/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/02/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2012/01/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/12/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/11/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/10/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/08/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/07/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/06/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/04/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/03/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/02/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2011/01/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/12/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/11/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/10/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/09/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/08/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/07/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/06/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/05/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/04/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/03/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://winsource.com/2010/02/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://neverstill.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120413180410/http://www.wordpress.org/

